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11:00am-11:45am: Ramoén E. Soto-Crespo, Can the Bejuco Speak? The Origin of
Puerto Rico’s Ecological Literature

In this talk, Professor Soto-Crespo discusses Enrique Laguerre’s literary works The
Blaze (1935) and Montoya’s Plantation (1941), as key roots of ecological thought in
Puerto Rico. Laguerre’s ecological viewpoint offers a way to understand the
connection between humans (sugarcane workers) and non-human entities (soil,
weeds, rivers) within a landscape of harsh exploitation. His writing implies a sense of
communion with the bejuco, a herbaceous, weed-like vine that Professor Soto-Crespo
takes to represent the non-human.

Noon-12:45pm: Alison Bell,The Evolution of Family Life in a Small Fish

There is tremendous diversity in family life among animals, but little is known about
how differences in family life arise over the course of evolution. In this talk, Professor
Bell will present insights that her lab is starting to get into the proximate basis of
evolutionary divergence in family life in three-spine stickleback fish. By studying the
recent evolutionary loss of paternal care, we are learning about coordinated changes
at multiple levels of biological organization and in mothers, fathers and offspring.
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